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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T is doubtful whether the following 
MiNurTEs had ſeen the light, had it 
not happened, that in a late ſecret * pu- 
blication, intituled Faction detected, the 
Seſſions are, in a very particular manner, 
accuſed of factious intentions in their pro 
ceedings, and repreſented as a ſet of men 
1 inferior to their predeceſſors 1 in of- 
fice. The public has it now in their 
power to judge of their proceedings, and, 
by the following liſt of their names, of 
cheir merit as citizens. PE. 
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* This is called a fer et publication, becauſe it is not to 
be purchaſed for money ; is "_ given as a favour, and | 
that to very few. | on = © 
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of the City of Edinburgh, from h.. - 
nuary 1762 to * I 763. .. 3® 

Nile rERs, as they came to his Ci. | 
R Williat Guſchaft Mr Robert Walker 


Dr George Wiſhart . Dr Hugh Blair 
Dr Patrick Cl,” Dr Robert Dick 


Mr John Glen Dr Daniel McQueen | 3 
Dr Robert Wallace Mr Henry Lundie 
Dr Alexander Webſter Dr William Robertſn = 
Dr John Jardine | „„ John Erſkine 
: Dr I Fay 5 Dr John Hyindmanyjdeal 1 
; North. welt, or Tolbooth Church. my | +4 
1 „Due 5 
Mr james Spence ſecretary Mr Alexander Noble candle - 
£0 the bank of Scotland. maker l 4 
- Baillie John Forreſt merchant Mr Patrick Bowie weaver _ 2 
Baillie William Tod merchant Mr Walter Peter bookſeller 1 
Mr Robert Walker ſurgeon Mr Archd. M. Coul merchant "1 
Mr Robert Ruſſell merchant Mr Pat. Murray merchant ky 
Mr N Welſh nn Mr Alexander Bell barber ry 
North Kirk, or New Church, YI 
Baillie ]. Canada IE Mr Ja. Robeitſon merchant my i 


Baillie R. Fleeming printer Mr Ar. Richardſon bookbinder 
Mr Joſ. Williamſon advocate Mr Alexander Hay urigngt 
Mr Malcolm Brown fadler Mr Alex. Dickieſon .gla er RY 

Mr Thomas Clelland fadler - Mr John Brown merchanf :.. 8 
Mr James Graham writer to * Samuel Brown watelimk. 8 1 ao 
12 the, ſignet 255 | f - ker Ws Xi e Ws k 


77 


IK Im OAgs 


* 
* » 
»»- — 
- 
, 
i. 0 
” 4 


- — —ñ—ü—ö (] . A ²˙ ˙¹¹⁴- ⅛⁰H•m et— _ 
— eg. . — Ine OE AR EI ee ——̃ — — — — 6 —— — — 


* 
— 


— IG 4 — 


£ 
* 
2 « 
* 
* 4 
1 
* * 
89 
4 4 
>» 
o » 
» .. 
my «. 
. * 
2 * 1 * 
8 — 8 
4 wy 
898 + 
* ws 
G= 2 


£ 


41.4 
Fe = 
. | 
*, 
1 ” 
<>» 
aa 4 
89 0 
73 * 
2 
* * 
„ 9 
v oy * 
of? ; > 
8 
Cy * 
S3 — 
= * 
: Ce 
parti 4 * 
— 
*. * n 
” 2 
Cz L 4 
Ky 
© -+ 
+4 
«mf 
op bo a 
** — 
1 * : 
4, ; 
* * 5 
o TY 


Wo 


— — —E— — — n . 


> , 
q 
* 
1 1 
1 
4 * 4 
. 
I 
* # 
- * 
— s 
* 4 
— 4 
= 


34 
o * * 
9 
* 4 
* " 
> a 1 3 
? - 
we We. SE 
33 4 
5 *- * 4 * 
— s * 
— 
0 6 = 
"4 * 
* 
b '» 
. 4 
\ 74 
, * 
8 4 
* 4 


4 


* 
* 
x 
$2, 
— * 
7 
4 


—ͤ— 5 Yo —„— . — 2 —— at ee eo iT eo oo. Os —— 


—— 


— 
22 
2 


. 
- 44 * 


„„ 
= 


"_ — CO TR RY 29 


Rr 2 4 


** r 


— — — 


e eee eee a * 


» \ 
* 
. 5 * 
— 
2 
* , 
0 1 
by a 
— 
Is 
* 2 
* 
4 wed p 
oY * 
- 4 
, = 
8 * 
21 * — 4 
2 1 * — 
* 
«4 
3 
* 
wn F $44-4 
3 - 
C 5 
"0 
> 8 
} . 5 
- * 
. j 4 4 
* > . 
1 4 
Ko . j 
"I. * 4 
Yy $ . wt 
* - e : 
a * 
„ 5 * 
"3 - ju # 
4 * 
— * 
1 9 4 % 
. 4 
Py oe 
| , - — 
4 e * 
*. $5 . i 
p 1 0 #4 
* — 
* 
„ oo» 7 
* po 4 un 
0 — 
R 1% 
— 5 d 
& * 
4 
8989 * * * 0 
* „ — 4 
. — 
_ * 
03 
*. 
* j 
Ea P * 
„ + 
i Wa . 
4 
, . . BS 4 
* . * 
* Ly ; 4 
£ * F N . * --x 
* . * 
4 4 * . } 
* 
1 - 
ko 3 
, & is 
- « * 
25 5 * 
vx wv 
. : 
: * 
4 ths _— 
* o 
* 7 
3 93 , 
+ * * 
i - P 18 
* . 


o% _ thy 
*.4 oY ” 
” 7 > TIF 


* 
o 


1 


_—_ 


PETE n ˙ - — - — bs 
— — DE as — — Des 9s ae» 


"2 . err 


* 


bs We" 
N 


af * 


1 * 


NN 


% 


As. 20 
ot 
WIRES >» 
HIP ws 

1 
? 


2 


14 
y. © 
3 


LEI 


% 


— & +4 ww 


- we 


* 


* 
* 
* — 


4 
2 'S 
© „ ow ia ww 


o 


> 
& >. 


3. 


„ 

9 
3&. 

« 


»; . 
ISA 


1 


HO” — 


* 


4 


, 


F 


. CER . 
Gn ACM 


r 


GENERAL SESSIONS OF EpiNBuRGH. 


8 


_ two Years. 
H E General Seſſions being met, and 


Dr George Withart, at the meeting's de- 


fire, took the chair. After prayer, he 


acquainted the meeting, K he had cal- 
led them in conſequence 


tion from a great many elders, who ſig- 
nified to him, that they had matters af 
conſequence to lay before the meeting. 
They approved of their being called. 


Whereupon Mr John Forreſt, one of the 


elders who had joined in the application, 
repreſented as follows: It was well 


* 3 that the uniform cuſtom of e- 
7 lecting Miniſters to this City has been, 


© by the eee, Miniſters, and Elders, 
po made up by the. articular 


U her 2 reſtrict that power 


* 


4 g 
_— 
. Fs | \ 


At Edinburgh, the 3d day of December, | 
One thouſand ſeven vue and fixty- 


executions produced, the Reverend 


an applica- 


« Seffions: but. the Council had now * 7 


0 5 
t 5 


( 1.) 


© to themſelves; whereby Miniſters, El- 


ders and Deacons are deprived of a 
right they have been long in poſ- 


— 


„ ſeſhon of. They therefore thought 


* it a proper meaſure, that the General 


** Seſſions ſhould meet, and determine 
"y * among chemfelves what part they are 


to act upon this occaſion.” 
The meeting, after reaſoning upon this 


important matfer, came to the following 


reſolution: Whereas it' hath been the 
uniform and laudable practice in this city, 
for a long courſe of time, to fill up the 
vacant charges with Miniſters choſen 
and called by the Honourable Magi- 
ſtrates and Town-council, the Reverend 
Miniſters of the City, and the Elders of 
che reſpective Seſſions, all met together 
in a conjunct body; which method of 
election is reaſonable in itſelf, is very ac 
ceptable to the inhabitants of the Town, 


and hath been. attended with very happy 


conſequences: and whereas it was expee 
| ted, on theſe and other accounts, that 
the ſame wiſe and good method would 


have been purſued at this time in the call 


of a Milter. to ſupply che preſent va- 
e what hath ba ow repreſented 


to the General Sefliqps' conceraing the 
. | e 


"is 


(n ) 


late procedure of the Tovyn- council in 
this matter cannot tail to affect them 

very ſenſibly, y, when they conſider what 
may be the hurtful conſequences of ſuch 
an exerciſe of a power, which, itt in 
lodged in the Council, is furely fo for the 
good of the community, who intruſt. 
them with the en of their. 
concerns. 

The General Seſſions chinkit där FRED 
to teſtify their diſapprobation, as they 
no do, in the ſtrongeſt manner, of a 
meaſure ſo new and -precipitate, fo unrea-: 
fonable in itſelf, and injurious: to them, 
which overturns the method of Election 
that has been uniformly. followed for a. 
long courſe of years, and which may be 
accompanied with the moſt deplorable ef- 
fects with regard to ae intereſts ; 
of religion in the City | | 

The General Selon would fig ug 
bias the . Honourable Magiſtrates and 
Town-Countil will e this matter, 
and view it in its proper light; as they. | 
are perſuaded, that all who wiſh well to 
the true intereſts of the city and have a 
due regard to che concerns of religion in 
their own and in the ſucceeding age, will 
TREK: into their noſt ſerious conſidera- 
4 2 _ . - 


I, —_— 
0 D 
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( 12 ) 


tion, and CO the conſequentes of ſuch. 


an extraordinary meaſure. + 
And they do hereby appoint an Extract 
of this their unanimous Reſolution to be 
tranſmitted, with a reſpectful letter from 
their Moderator, to the Lord Provoſt, 
be communicated to the Council at thei 
firſt meeting. 
A motion was then mA that Exzracts 


of this Reſolution ſhould alſo be tranſ- 
mitted to the Merchant-company, and 


the ſeveral incorporations of the City. But 
ſome members being of a different opi- 
nion, the queſtion was put, Agree to the 
ſaid Motion, or, Not? The roll being 


1 called, and Votes marked, it carried by 


a great majority, Agree, Wherefore the 
Meeting did, and hereby do! appoint Ex: 
tracts to be tranſmitted accordingly- 

From which laſt appointment, the Mo- 
derator, leaving the chair, entered his 
diſſent; as did alſo Dr Jardine, Dr Blair, 
and Dr Robertſon, Miniſters and Mr 
Joſeph Williamſon, Dr Matthew Stewart, 


Mir Adam Ferguſon, and Mr John Camp- 
bell, Elders; and took inſtruments in the 
clerk's hands. Extracted by = 


JO. DUNCAN, fer 
JAMES CRAIG, age 
E X- 


0 . / 
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MINUTES of the GENERAL Sx5550Ns 
1 of EDINBURGH. 


1 A! Edinburgh, the 16th day of December, 
3 One thouſand even ndr * / Fxey-b400 


5 2 


HE Gen Sefſions being called, by 
order of the Reverend Dr George 
Wiſhart to the clerk, did conveen in the 
New- church iſle, and executions from te 
ſeveral church- officers of their being duely 
1 warned were produced. The ſaid Dr Wi 
[| Mart, a the delle of the meeting, took 
the che; Alfter prayer, he acquainted 
7. them, that, according to their appoint- 
2 ment on the zd current, he had tranſimit- 
ted to the Lord Provoſt an Extract of the 
Reſolution then paſſed by them; and had 
now called them, in conſequence of a let- 
ter he had received from his Lordſhip, 
tranſmitting to him Anſwers by the Ma- 
giſtrates to the ſaid Neſdhütien, and de- 
Hring a meeting of the General Seſſions 
Jo be be 2 that: the ſame might becom- 
municated 2 


65 
he — a 8 
ape AL TIRE, " 
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WW 


Saks) to "Wag The faid letter being 
read, the meeting approved of their being 
called] Then the: Anſwers by the Lord 
Provolt, Magiſtrates and. Council, were 
produced and read; the tenor whereof 


follows: . 


Mt Edinburgh, the I 5th day of Decziribes, 
One thouſand ſeuen Hundred and fi * two 


care. 


| he Which Ae the Lord Provoſt, Magi- 
ftrates and Council, with the Deacdhs 
of Crafts, ordinary: and extraordinary, 
of the City of Edinburgh, being in 
3 |. Council aſſembled, the Lard: Provoſt, 
-_ ..preſes of the committee appointed to 
| make ae Reſolution of the 
: 18 eented rhe follow 

g Anſwers; wi 1 were read in Couny 
"il, whereof the tenor” Sg: 


ANSWERS to the RESOLUTIONS 
paſt by the Gpnera Se/frans GAY Lie 640 on 
: the 3d current. 5 2 


P. H F Magiftrates Wet Council having 
conſidered the Reſolutions &e the 


n 


GGenexdH Seſſions of the 34 current, return 
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the 1 Anſwers: That BY Council 
have the higheſt eſteem for the Reverend 
Miniſters and General Seſſions of this City, 
and every application from them will ever 
have a proper regard paid to it: at the 
ſame time, as the Lord Provoſt, Magi- 
ſtrates and Council are undoubted patrons 
of all the churches built or to be built 
withinthis City, and have the ſole right of 
nominating and preſenting miniſters in 
caſe of vacancies, they conſider it as their 
indiſpenſible duty to preſerve this right, 
and tranſmit the ſame inviolable and un- 
prejudiſed to their ſucceſſors in office. — 
It 1s true that, for many years paſt, the 
Council have been in uſe to allow the Re- 
verend Miniſters and Elders of this City 
to vote along with them in thecalling and 
electing of Miniſters ; and, while that in- 
dulgence was uſed with moderation, it 
did not occur that any bad conſequence 
could follow upon it: but being informed, 
that, ſo ſoon as the Lady "Yeſter's church 
became vacant, by the deceaſe of the Re- 
verend Mr John Bu e parties were 
forming in order to diſappoint the Coun- 
cil-of the choice of his Succeſſor, which 
might have been productive of unuſual 


heats and animioſities, they could not a- 
15A | 7 void 


9 a 


TW} 


void coticluding, that the exerciſe of the 
right of patronage was not only proper in 
itſelf, but highly expedient at this time. 
After all, the Council cannot help think- 
ing, that the Act of the General Seſſions 
is conceived in terms importing, that the 
indulgence formerly thown is not now ſo. 
much claimed by way of favour, as de- 
manded in point of right. And, indeed, 
the General Seſſions, at the very time they 
voted their application to the Council, did, 
without waiting to ſcc in what manner it 
would be received, or what effect itwould: 
produce, agree to tranſmit Minutes of 
their proceedings to the Merchant-com- 
pany, and the ſeveral Incorporations of 
this City ; ; thereby plainly indicating, that 
they meant to extort a com phance with 
their requeſt by irregular means, rather 
than to obtain it by way of favour; or, 
which the Council would be ſorry to ſup- 
poſe, the publication and tranſmiſſion of 
this Reſolution has been contrived by 
ſome, with an intention to alienate the 
minds of the inhabitants from thoſe who 
have the adminiſtration of the City, and 
ſomehow inadvertently adopted "44 the 
General Seſſions. Were matters entire, 


the — are of opinion, that this 
1 


1 
Act of the General Seſſions, ſo framed and 
publiſhed, would have laid them under 
the neceſſity of exercing the right of pa- 
tronage veſted in them by law. And 
as the preſentation and letter of accep- 
tance are lodged in the hands of the Mo- 
derator of the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
a jus quaeſitum is thereby acquired to the 
Reverend gentleman preſented, which, in 
all events, puts it out of the power of the 
Council to recal what is paſt: and there- 
fore the Council would fain hope, that 
the Reverend Miniſters and Elders will, 


upon cool recollection, do every thing in 


their power to promote peace and harmo- 
ny in this City, by cordially concurring 
with the choice made by the Magiſtrates 
and Council.” Which being conſidered 
by the Magiſtrates and Council, they ap- 
prove of the {aid Anſwers, and appoint an 


extract thereof, without abiding a read- 


ing in the Council, to be tranſmitted by 
the Lord Provoſt to the Rev. Mr George 
Wiſhart Moderator, to be by him laid 
before the General Seſſions. 


Extrafted by (Signed) GEO. LINDSAY. 


| As the. ſame in the clerk's hands bears. 


C 1 


1 


F184 

The minutes of laſt meeting being cal- 
led for and read, the clerk reported, That, 
according to the orders given him, he had 
tranſmitted extracts to the Merchant-com- 
pany, and the ſeveral Incorporations of 
the City. The General Seſſions, conſider- 
ing the Reſolution contained in the ſaid 
Minutes, did, without a vote, adhere to the 
fame. But the Moderator, Dr Robertſon, 
Dr Jardine, Dr Blair, Dr Mathew Stewart, 


and Profeſſor Ferguſon, who had diſſented 


from the appointment to tranſmit extracts 
to the Merchant-company, &c. craved 
that it might be marked as follows, agree- 
ably to what had been expreſſed by one 
of them at the paſſing of as Reſolution ; 
to wit, That though they had agreed to 
the ſame in general, being unwilling 

from a regard to peace) to enter into 
diſputes upon particulars, or to infiſt for 
a queſtion ; that this was not underſtood 
as importing, that they approved of every 
expreſſion contained in the ſaid Reſolution, 
The General Seſſions then appointed the 
following Committee, viz. Mr Glen, Dr 
Webſter, Dr M*Queen, Dr Dick, Mr Wal- 
ker, and MrLundie, Miniſters; jobs. | Baillie 
John ' Forreſt, Mr James Spence, Baillie 
Robert Forreſter, Baillie William Tod, 


and 


* n * F 5 r * 
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and Mr William Galloway, Elders, to 


prepare a 1CCoi Os A Aulwe: to Wat had 
been laid before them from the Council; 
this Committe to meet immediately upon 
the riſing of the Meeting, and their qraught 
to be laid before the Selſions upon Mon- 
day next, at five o clock in the evening, 
in the Truſtees-Hail, in Scot's cloſe in 
the Cowgate; to which time and place 
the General Seſſions adjourned, and ap- 
pointed the clerk to give the utual orders 
to the beadles to warn the members to 
that diet. 


At Edinburgh, in the Truſtees-Hall, the 
twenty-third day of December, One thou- 
end even hundred and ſixty-two Jears. | 


HE General Seſſions being met by 

adjournment; and executions from 
the ſeveral church-officers produced, Dr 
Witheart, at the Meeting s deſire, took 
the chair. After prayer by him, the Mi- 
nutes of laſt Sederunt were read. The re- 
pork of the Commutte appointed laſt meet- 

being called for, they gave in a 
1 of a Reply to the Anſwers made 
by the Honourable Magiſtrates and 
Town-council, to the Refolution of the 
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General Seſſions of the 3d current. The 
ſaid Anſwers which had been given in to 
the laſt Meeting being again read, the 
Reply, as prepared by the Committee, 
was alſo read, the tenor whereof follows: 
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T, he RE PLY of the General Seffions to 
the ANSWERS made by the Magi- . 
ftrates and Town-Council of the city of * 
Edinburgh to the Aa cr of the General 
: Seffrons of the zd current. 


TX HE General Seſſions having taken 
= into conſideration the. Anſwers re- 
turned to their- Reſolutions of the 3d cur- 
rent by the Honourable Magiſtrates and 
the Council, judge, That their duty re- 
gquireth them to make the following Re: 
ply: The General Seſſions at all times 
entertain the higheſt reſpect for the office 
of Magiſtracy, and have at preſent a due 
eſteem for thoſe gentlemen who are in this 
ſtation, and for all others who are joined 
with them in the government of the City, 
being ready to ſtrengthen their hands in 
promoting every deſign beneficial to the 
Community. As the General Seſſions 
conceive themſelves to be entruſted, in 
ſome degree, by the laws of the land 5 
the 


(5 


the conſtitution of thechurch,withtheover- 
ſight of the religious concerns ot the City, 


they found themſelves obliged to remon- 


{trate to the 'Tlown-council, againit the 
late Act of their Adminiſtration, which, 
in the eyes of the General Seſſions, ap- 
peared to be derogatory from their antient 
Privileges, hurtful to the peace of the Ci- 
ty, and injurious to the intereſt of reli- 
gion. The Council having offered reaſons 


to juſtify themſelves for not complying 
with this remonſtrance, the Seſſions ob- 


ſerve with regret, that theſe reaſons ap- 
pear to them ill founded, and alto- 
gether unſatisfactory. The Right of Pa- 
tronage claimed by the Town- Council, 
and the validity of the Preſentation lately 
given to a Miniſter of this Church, in or- 
der to ſupply the Paſtoral Charge now va- 
cant in this City, are points which, if 
they become matter of litigation, will 
be tried in the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
courts, which have a juriſdiction in ſuch 
caſes. The General Seſſions do not claim 
this juriſdiction ; and as the Right « of LA 
tronage hath not been conſidered, 

leſs brought into diſpute, either by chains 
or for aught they know by any Society or 


individual within the City, the Seſſions 
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are ſurprized to find the preſervation of 
this R gut alledged by tie Lown-councal, 
as the reaſon of their late Act of Preſen- 
tation, wlule they do not pretend that 
they were in danger of loſing their right, 
or ca they could not ſecure it by. a leſs 
offenſive method. The Town- council af 
firm, That being well informed, That 
* ſo ſoon as the Lady Veſter's Church be- 
* came vacant by the deceaſe of the Re- 
« verend Mr John Hyndman, parties 
£ were forming in order to diſappoint 
% the Council in the choice of his Suc- 
£ cetfor, which might have been produc- 
e tive of unuſual] heats and animoſities,” 
they could not avoid concluding, * That 
+ the exerciſe of the Right of Patronage 
Vas not only proper in itſelf, but juitly 
expedient at this time.“ The General 
as, who are unacquainted with any 
means either unlawful or unuſual that 
were employed towards the forming of 
parties upon the death of Mr Hyndman, 
admit, that the fear of diſappointment in 
the election of a Miniſter was the chief 
motive that induced the Council to exer- 
ciſe the Right of Patronage ; but are at 
a loſs to diſcover what public intereſt, ei- 
ther civil or religious, would have been 
endangered 


/ 
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endangered by this diſappointment. The 
Seſſions can as little comprehend what pe- 
culiar title the preſent Council enjoy, be- 
yond all their predeceſſors ſince the Re- 
volution, to have their pleaſure ſubmitted 
to in the Election of a Miniſter. Is the 
Right of Patronage, now claimed by the 
Town- Council, more valid in their hands, 
than it hath been in the hands of their 
predeceſſors for fifty years paſt? Are the 
preſent Magiſtrates and Counſellors, who 
adopted the meaſure complained of, ſo 
much diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior abilities 
and virtues from all e have held the 
ſame ſtation before them, as to render a 
difference of opinion from them in the 
choice of a Miniſter unexcuſable and con- 
temptible? Although the Public ſhould 
be diſpoſed to pay them this compli- 
ment, the Seſſions are perſuaded that 
the modeſty of the Town- council would 


decline the accepting it. The Seſſions 


hope to be forgiven, for thinking that the 
P. Council had a good example of 
moderation ſet them in the conduct of 
their predeceſſors, who, in the election of 
a miniſter, choſe to act upon a level with 
the members of the General Seſſions, 


claiming” No * preeminence than 
what 
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what aroſe from the reſpect and confi- 


dence of their tellow-citizens, nor calling 
to their aid the rigour of a grievous law, 
and the heavy hand of power, in order 
to conceal the low ſtate of their own in- 
fluence, and to ſupply the want of that 
natural authority, which is the uſual at- 
tendant of wiſdom and integrity. The 
next reaſon of expediency produced by 
the Council for juſtifying their conduct, 
is of a ſingular nature: they preſented a 
Miniſter to the vacant benefice, in order 
to prevent unuſual heats and animoſities! 
It would not become the General Seſſions 
to call in queſtion the ſincerity of a decla- 
ration ſolemnly made by the Town-coun- 
cil; but it ſurely. may be ſaid, without 
juſt cauſe of offence, that the expedient 
.employed by them for preventing and al- 
laying heats and animoſities, would have 
occurred to no body of men within the 
City but themſelves. Any other ſociety, 
_ had publiſhed their opinion upon 
this ſubject with candour and ſincerity, 
vould have foretold an Act of Preſentation 
to be the fruitful ſource of the moſt violent 
animoſities; ſuch a practice being univer- 
ſally odious to the inhabitants, and con- 
ds to their ancient and moſt reſpectable 
uſages. 
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uſages. The Magiſtrates and Council 0 
pleaſed to complain, that the Act of the 
General Seſſions is conceived in terms im- 
porting, That the indulgence formerly 
* thown, by allowing them to vote in 
* the electing of Miniſters, 1s not now 
claimed ſo much by way of favour, 


“ as demanded in point of Right;: 
and alſo, © that the General Seſhons, at 


the very time they voted their application - 


* to the Council, did, without waiting to 
“ ſee in what manner it would be re- 
< ceived, or what effect it would pro- 
duce, agree to tranſmit Minutes of 
their proceedings to the Merchant- 
“company, and the ſeveral Incorpora- 
tions in the City; thereby plainly in- 
* dicating, that they meant to extort a 


compliance with their requeſt by irre- 


** gular means, rather than to obtain it 


“ by way of favour.” The Seſſions find it 
difficult to account for ſuch a miſapprehen- 


ſion of their meaning, without ſuppoſing 
that the Council had forgotten the tenor 
of the late Act of the General Seſſions, 


and the principal circumſtances of their 


conduct in this affair. Whether the Mi- 
niſters and Elders poſſeſs a legal right of 
i _—_ in the — of a Miniſter, which 
D Ws 
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they can ſapport in the civil court, in 
oppoſition to the patron, is a queſtion 
which they do not confider at preſent: no 
part of their conduct hitherto hath pro- 
ceeded upon this plan. Had the Mini- 
ſters and Elders been aſſerting a right 
of this kind, they would have ated as a 
party ütigant againſt the Town- council. 

Inſtead of a requeſt, they would have ſent 
them a ſummons, and called them into 
che civil court, where it is the privilege 
dfevery ſociety, and of the meaneſt indi- 
vidual, to defend” his right againſt the 
moſt powerful. But the application of 
the General Seſſions to the Council hath 
been of a different kind, by remonſtrance 
and entreaty. If the Seſſions have not re- 
hed ſo much upon the equity and impar- 
tiality of the Council, as to neglect all o- 
ther means of relief, the Council cannot 
be unacquainted with the grounds of this 
diffdence. The irregular ſteps by which 
the Act of Preſentation was com pleated, 

the dark machinations and unſeernly cir- 
aumſtances which, according to our in- 
formation, accompanied this whole tran- 
ſaction, had diminiſhed that confidence 
which the Town- council might Have o- 
therwiſe thought themſelves 2 to 
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from the Seſſions. For this reaſon, they 
communicated. their ſentiments, in the 
moit regular and decent manner, to the 
Societies whoſe Repreſentatives make a 
great part of the Town-council, that the 
application of the Seſſions to the Council 
might be aided by the more powerful in- 
terpofition of theſe Societies. The event 
ſhewed that the ſuſpicions of the Seſſions 
were not groundleſs; as the Council, by 
a ſingular, and, if we are well informed, 
mega precipitancy, had endeavoured to 
put it out of their own power to give re- 
dreſs of che grievance complained of, ha- 
ving lodged the preſentation, and the let- 
ter of acceptance, with the Moderator of 
the Preſbytery ſome time before the meet- 
ing of he —— Seſſions. The Town- 
council think proper to inſinuate, That 
* the publication and tranſmiſſion of the 
* reſolution of the General Seſſions has 
© been contrived by ſome, with an inten- 
tion to alenate the minds of the Inha- 
© bitants from thoſe who have the admi- 
« niſtration of the City, and ſomehow in- 
7 advertently adopted by the General Seſ- 
* fhons.” An inſinuation of this kind, 
againſt ſuch a body as the General Sef- 
Hon 15 not likely to gain credit at any 
D 2 period, 


CC Py 
* unleſs when it ſhall generally be 
believed, that the Town- council have, by 
a Hoke, oppreſſive, and intereſted con- 
duct, forfeited the eſteem, and merited 
the reſentment of their fellow-citizens ; 
a ſuppolition which the Seſſions are not 
diſpoſed to apply to the preſent Council, 


and which, no doubt, they would think 
highly injurious. The Town-council in- 


form the ons, ** That, as the preſenta» 


tion and letter of acceptance are lodged 
in the hands of the Moderator of the 
« preſbyteryof Edinburgh, a jus quagſitum is 
thereby acquired to the reverend gentle- 
“man preſented, which in all events puts 
it out of the power of the Council to re- 
“call what is paſt; and therefore. the 
Council would fain hope, that the Re- 
« yeretnd Miniſters and Elders will, upon 
cool recollection, do every thing in their 
power to gy peace and harmony 
“in this City, by cordially concurring 
< with thechoice 5 by the Magiſtrates 
«© and Council.” The General Seſſions 
leave the jus quaeſtum of the Preſentee to 
be diſcuſſed in the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
courts, which have the proper juriſdic- 
on: the General Seſſions do not claim 
At the ſame time, they cannot avoid 
obſerving, 


a 


( 29 ) 

obſerving, That if the jus quagſitum means 
a right to the vacant benefice in Edin- 
burgh, it is not eaſy to conceive how this 

right can be acquired by a Preſentee who 
hath at preſent a paſtoral charge, and poſ- 
ſeſſeth a benefice in this Church, till, in 
the due courſe of eccleſiaſtical e — be 
removed from his preſent charge, and 
admitted a Miniſter of this City. If the 
Jus quacfitum imports the right of a Pre- 
ſentee to inſiſt before the eccleſiaſtical 
courts, independent of his patron, in a 
proceſs for obtaining a tranſlation, the 
Seſſions, without determining the ſoli- 
dity of this right, freely admit that the 
exerciſe of it would make a becoming 
counterpart to the Act of Preſentation by 
the preſent Council; as neither the one 
nor the other of theſe odious practices 
will find a parallel in the hiſtory of our 
church, ſince the glorious aera when 
we were bleſſed by providence. with 
the complete eſtabliſhment of our civil 
and religious liberties. The General Seſ- 
ſions, in their preſent capacity, cannot 
with propriety either concur with the 
choice made by the Magiſtrates and 
Council, or oppoſe it, as they are neither 


152 2 nor parties in this affair; but the 
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Seffions will moſt nay comply with 
the view of the Honourable the Magiſtrates 
and the Council for promoting peace and 
harmony in the City; and will, more- 
ever, uſe their beſt endeavours to ace 
(what they hope the Council have equal- 
Iy at heart) a ns to juſtice, fidelity 
and truth, without which no ſolid peace 
and harmony can fubſilt in any ſociety. 


The General Seſſions beg leave to en- 


treat the Honourable the Magiſtrates and 
the Council to conſider ſeriouſly the un- 
happy confequences that may 4 appre- 


 - hHended if they ſhould perſiſt in the mea- 


ſure which they have * adopted, and to 
ed no farther. in a deſign which may 


long prove fatal to the peace of the City 


and to its moſt im portant intereſts: and 
the geſſions are perſuaded, that the Coun- 
eil may yet find a remedy for what 1s 
paſt, if they employ their own. prudence 
to ſearch for it. If theſe entreaties ſhould 
rove ineffectual, nothing remains for the 
| General Seſſions, but ardently to wiſh, 
that this unhappy contention may be 
brought to a ſpeedy and good iſſue: and 


their firm reſolution is, that in what- 


ever Capacity they may be obliged to 
WES che —— of this affair, their 
: e conduct 
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conduct ſhall be entirely nu ws a 
regard to the intereſts of our holy reli- 
gion, to the laws of our country, to the 
rules of the church, and to the real wel- 
fare of the city of Edinburgh.“ As the ſaid 
Replies extant in the clerk's hands bear. 
After ſome reaſoning upon the a- 
bove draught, it was agreed to put the 
queſtion, Approve the ſame, or not? and 
the rolls being called, and votes marked, it 
carried by a great majority, Approve. 
Therefore the General Seſſions did, and 
hereby do approve of the above Reply to the 
Honourable Magiſtrates and Town-coun- 
cil. From which judgment of the meeting, 
approving of the ſaid Reply, the Mode- 
rator, leaving the chair, — his diſ- 
ſent; as didalſo Dr Robertſon, Dr Jar- 
dine, and Dr Blair, Miniſters; with Dr 
Matthew Stewart, and Mr Adam Fergu- 
ſon, Elders: and thereupon all took in- 
ſtruments in the clerk's hands. The Ge- 
neral Seſſions appointed an Extract there- 
of to be tranſmitted, betwixt and Wedneſ- 
day next, to the Lord Provoſt, that the 
ſame may be laid d the Council. 
1 Extracted by 


J. DUN? 
JAMES CRAIG Sen Clerk. 
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